




All the profits raised from today’s event will go towards
supporting our village associations and our Parish Church, Ss
Simon and Jude, which has recently been refurbished and
continues to be a village community hub. 

Our Main Sponsors

A very big thank you to our main sponsors, Hillier Hopkins and
Oakman Inns, for so generously supporting today’s event again.
We would also like to thank Hickford Construction and Brioche
Pasquier for their kind sponsorship, along with Grande Cuisine
and Autoclass for their generous support.

To our Corporate Duck owners, thank you for buying a duck(s).
Simply put, we couldn’t run this event without your support as it
makes a big difference to our fundraising efforts!

A special thank you to Luke Stacey and his team who have done so
much in preparing their farmland to enable the event to take
place. We would also like to thank Martin Clarke our MC, he does
such an awesome job for us all and has done so for many years –
thank you!

WELCOME TO 
CASTLETHORPE DUCK RACE

& FUN DOG SHOW!



Get the most from this afternoon

Our main Duck Race takes place at 4.15pm when we release 1000
ducks into the River Tove. Each duck carries a unique number and
there are 5 cash prizes for the first 5 ducks across the finishing
line. The first prize will win you £100!

Buy a duck ticket from a member of our team at the gates for £1.

Pimp Your Duck
Pop along to our ‘Pimp Your Duck’ marquee where children can
decorate their own duck to win a prize for the best decorated
duck! Judging takes place at 3pm.

Fun Dog Show
Our Fun Dog Show is open to any dog, just turn up and pay for the
categories you would like to enter. Classes are £2 each. Our 
judges are Jason Evans from Jackador Dog Training and Behaviour
School and Ellie Croxford from Crossroads Hydrotherapy. 



Over 50 Attractions
Visit our exciting range of local stalls and our food arena for some
tasty treats!

Beer Tent (Over 18’s only please)
Come and visit our Beer Tent where we’ve a fine selection of local
cask ales, lagers, cider, wine and soft drinks! 

Tea Tent
If a cuppa and slice of cake is calling, pop along to our Tea Tent.
Lots of homemade cakes are on offer.

Exiting the Car Park
Please note the gate you entered is not the exit. To ensure there
are no delays in safely getting out of the car park, please follow
the exit signs – please drive slowly.

Social Media
Don’t forget to tag us @castlethorpeduckrace in all your photos
and follow us to keep up to date on future events!
#castlethorpeduckrace

THANK YOU
to our wonderful volunteers!

The Duck Race is 100% planned and run by a team of amazing
volunteers. A BIG thank you to everyone who has made today

possible and has stepped up to support their community.

The organisers of the Castlethorpe Duck Race and the advertisers in this programme are all separate entities, none of
them are the partner nor agent of the others. The organisers shall have no liability in connection with any information or
claims made by any of the advertisers.







Health and Safety

The river is a natural environment and caution should be
exercised around it. Parents/Guardians are asked to supervise
their children at all times. Children’s identity wristbands are
available from the main gates and information tent.

If you see anything untoward, please report it to the information
point in the middle of the field or to one of the Duck Race
stewards (wearing yellow t-shirts or sashes).Please see the site
map in this programme for the location of the First Aid and
information points.

In the event of an emergency, please follow the instructions given
over the public address system.

Corporate Duck Race: 3.45pm













DESIGN INSTALL MAINTAIN 
info@a5electrical.com

01908 886882 















































Tel: 07512141618







Your first choice for Facial Aesthetics, Drivers Medicals, Private GP

Consultations.

TEL: 01908 382065 MOB: 07966171928







Your local aesthetics and beauty
practitioner, dedicated to providing a range

of anti-aging treatments and beauty
therapies to help you achieve the look you

desire. 

Whether you're looking to reduce fine lines
and wrinkles, enhance your natural glow, or

tackle specific skin issues, we have a
treatment tailored to your needs.

www.holmesaesthetics.co.uk
@holmesaesthetics
Tel: 07904 486507

We look forward to meeting you at your free
consultation very soon. 

https://www.holmesaesthetics.co.uk/






The Hensley Legacy is the first novel by Castlethorpe
author, Tracey Chapman.

Tracey had the idea for the book following a holiday in
Florida some years ago. She was distressed to see milk
cartons with the photographs of missing children on
them. 
Her hope was that whoever had taken the children, as
awful as it was, had taken them for good reasons.
Fascinated by the moral dilemma of how or why
someone would do this and the consequences for the
children concerned the story began to form in her mind.

The book is set on the island of Malta but a main
character visits Milton Keynes as part of his
investigation. However, the story will take you on a
journey across the Atlantic Ocean to Canada where the
Hensley Legacy is unveiled.

The book can be found in all major bookstores, online
and in e-book format. The audio book will be released by
the end of August 2024



The Castlethorpe Duck Race has a rich history dating back to a rainy day in May
1988. The inaugural race was organised to raise funds for repairing the weir on the
River Tove, inspired by Richard Sawbridge, a local farmer and stock dealer.
Despite the downpour, the event saw the enthusiastic participation of villagers
and the use of 1,000 borrowed plastic ducks. The race was a resounding success,
not only restoring the weir but also contributing to the scanner appeal at Milton
Keynes Hospital.

By 1990, the church had taken over the event, and since then, the Duck Race has
been held nearly every other year, alternating with Open Gardens. Notable
exceptions include 1993, when a horse race was hosted in the Manor Farm barn,
and 2020, when the race was canceled due to the Covid pandemic.

Over the years, the Duck Race has flourished, thanks to a dedicated team of
volunteers who start planning in September. While 1,000 ducks still race on the
River Tove, the event has expanded to include a variety of activities. Recently,
funds raised have supported extensive renovations in the church, such as
installing a new bathroom, kitchen, and improving heating, lighting, and
decoration.

This year, we have invited local organisations to participate and share in the fun. 

We hope you enjoy the day!

History of the Castlethorpe Duck
Race

Pictures taken from the Duck Race in 1995!




